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Design:

        randomised controlled trial.
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Blinding:

        blinded (patients and healthcare providers).*
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Follow up period:

        3 years.
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Setting:

        72 centres in 11 European countries and Australia.
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Patients:

        1649 women who were ⩾50 years of age (mean age 69 y) and had been postmenopausal for ⩾5 years, had ⩾1 fracture confirmed by spinal radiography, and had a lumbar spine bone mineral density (BMD) ⩽0.840 g/cm2. Exclusion criteria were severe diseases or conditions that could interfere with bone metabolism or use of antiosteoporotic treatments (fluoride salts and bisphosphonates, oestrogen, calcitonin, or calcitriol).
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