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    Commentary on: Hughes  J, Maguire  S, Jones  M, et al. Biomechanical characteristics of head injuries from falls in children younger than 48 months. Arch Dis Child 2016;101:310–315OpenUrlAbstract/FREE Full Text.
Context
Short-distance falls are common events in infants and young children, and they are also a common false-case history for child physical abuse cases. Establishing whether a head injury to a child was the result of a short fall or physical abuse can be challenging during a forensic investigation. Current injury assessments on a possible child physical abuse case are principally based on clinical evidence and experts' personal experiences.1 ,2 The relationship between fall height and head injury severity—particularly at low heights—has been debated in the scientific literature. This study investigated the relationship between fall height and head injury severity using witnessed fall cases.

Methods
In this study, data from witnessed falls <3 m (10 feet) for children younger than 48 months were collected for two … 
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